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I proceeded accordingly to the house. The lady*herself was
In bed and could not see me, but her ayah informed me that
the jewels had been kept, with some silver spoons, in a box
under the bed occupied by her master and mistress, she herself
sleeping in a small bathroom opening on the bedroom, and in
the same apartment two pet dogs also passed the night. The
box had been found in the morning empty beside the bed, and
showed signs of having been forced open by some sharp-pointed
instrument.

I thoroughly examined the premises, and set spies in the
bazaar with curious results. In the first place, I found that
the dogs had not barked, but passed a quiet night. It was
true that the iron gauze outside the pantry window had been
cut away, but no marks of violence or footsteps were visible
outside, while in the bushes near, one of the police discovered
a stout pair of scissors freshly broken, the points of which fitted
into the marks on both box and window. On searching the
house of the chief goldsmith in the bazaar the jewels were found
in his strong-box. I pointed out to him the serious position in
which he was placed by this discovery, and he then stated that
the jewels were sold to him by the lady's ayah, who, in her turn,
on being threatened with the law, confessed that she had sold
them by her lady's own orders. The result was an unpleasant
one to communicate to the lady's husband. It appeared that,
being heavily in debt and afraid of her husband, she had sold
the jewels, and tried to covet their absence, which he would foe
sure to note, by a pretended robbery. They shortly after left; J
the district and I saw them no more.                          * ,

The remnants of the band I had attacked, with their Ieaderf
a brave, clever scoundrel, named Jherria Rajwar were still at
large, and one day I spent an hour vainly in trying to elicit
information against them from a poor wretch whose house hadl
been plundered; the only answers he returned to my queries
'iji&ing, " Ah I but I fear much, Sahib ! " or, " They will be sur&
to cctee back and kill tne if I say anything **; and lastly, **'!
am very poor, my lord ; they have taken all! " To explain
this last plaintiye remark, 1 should add that the custom among
the old police had been to exact a handsome gratuity from
who had been robbed, in default of which the sufferer